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TADMOR IN THE DESERT. 


Patmyra, generally supposed to be ‘Tad- 
mor in the Desert (1 Kings ix. 18 ; 2 Chron. 
viii. 4.) was a noble city of ancient Syria. 
The coast of Syria was in very early ages 
rich and populous ; and either from the con- 
veniency of procuring water, or from the vi- 
cinity of India and Egypt, the population, 
instead of increasing on the mountains, ex- 
tended to Judea, and from thence through 
its plains only to the internal parts. The 
ruins of this numevous people, and of their 
habitations, remain ; and, as their edifices 
were not uncommonly splendid, or, as the 
causes of their destruction were powerful, 
they have not attracted much attention. Yet 
the ruins of more than thirty towns are 
discoverable to the South-East of the Dead 
Sea, and from thence toward Tadmor or 
Palmyra : we know the cause of the destruc- 
ton of these towns, and we know that it did 
tot reach Palmyra. This splendid city was 
sot, therefore, insulated in a mass of sand: it 





was probably a link of a continued chain of 
population, or perhaps its termination. The 
situation of towns in the Sandy Desert must 
necessarily be determined by local advanta- 
ges. Tadmor is situated where two hills 
converge, and beyond the point where they 
approach, These hills afforded water, thas 
indispensable aid to animal life; and the 
aqueducts through which it was brought 
from them, were discovered and described 
by Mr. Wood, 

The company with whom Mr. Wood, the 
publisher of the ruins of Palmyra, travelled, 
arrived at length at the end of the plain, 
where a ridge of barren hills, by which it was 
divided on the right and left, seemed to meet; 
between them there was a vale, through 
which an aqueduct formerly conveyed wa- 
ter to Palmyra. On each side of this vale 
they remarked several sepulchres of the en- 
cient Palmyrenes, which they had scareely 
passed, when opening on a sudden to a view 
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of the hills, they discovered such piles of 
rain as they had never seen. They were all 
of white marble ; and beyond them, towards 
the Euphrates, was a wide level, stretching 
farther than the eye could reach, totally 
desolate, without variety and without bounds. 

After having gazed some time upon this 
prospect, which rather exceeded than fell 
short of their expectations, they were con- 
ducted to one of the huts of the Arabs, of 
which there were about thirty in the court of 
the temple. The females were veiled, but 
did not so scrupulously conceal their faces 
as the eastern women generally do. They 
paint the ends of their fingers red, their lips 
blue, and their” eye-brows and eye-lashes 
black. They had large rings of gold or brass 
in their ears or nostrils, and appeared to be 
healthy and robust. The walls of the city 
are flanked by square towers, into which some 
ancient funeral monuments have been con- 
verted ; but the walls are in most places lev- 
el with the ground, and sometimes not to be 
traced, It is, however, probable, by their 
general direction, that they included the 
great temple, and are three miles in circum- 
ference. The Arabs shewed a tract which 
was nearly ten miles in circumference, the 
soil of which was raised a little above the 
level of the desert: this, they said, was the 
extent of the old city; and that by digging 
in any part of it, its ruins were discovered, 
These ruins consist of temples, palaces, and 
porticos of Grecian architecture, and lie scat- 
tered over an extent of many miles. They 
were accidentally discovered by some Eng- 
lish travellers from Aleppo, somewhat more 
than a century ago. By far the most re- 
markable of them, is the temple of the Sun, 
of which the ruins are spread over a square 
of two hundred and twenty yards. It was 
encompassed with a stately wall, built of 
large square stones, and adorned with pilas- 
ters within and without, to the number of six- 
ty-two on a side. Within the court are the 
remains of two rows of very noble marble 
pillars, thirty-seven feet high, with their cap- 
itals of most exquisite workmanship. Of 
these, only 58 remain entire ; but there must 
have been many mere, for they appear to 
have gone round the whole court, and to 
have supported a'double piazza. The walks 
on that side of the piazza which is opposite 
to the front of the castle, seem to have been 
the most spacious and beautiful. At each 
end of this line are two niches for stat- 
wes, with their pedestals, borders, support- 
ers, and canopies, carved with the utmost 
propriety and elegance. The spave within 
this inclosure, which is now filled with the 
dirty huts of the inhabitants, seems to have 
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stood the temple, encompassed with another 

row of pillars, of a different order, and much 

taller, being fifty feet high; but of these only 

sixteen remain. ‘The space contained within 

these pillars is fifty-nine yards in length, 
and near twenty-eight in breadth. The 
temple is no more than thirty-three yards in 

length, and thirteen or fourteen in breadth. 

it points north and south ; and exacily into 

the middle of the building, on the west side, 
is a most magnificent entry, on the remains 
of which were some vines and clusters of 
grapes, carved in the most bold and masterly 
imitation of nature that can be conceived 

Just over the door were discerned a pair of 
wings, which extended its whvle breadth; 
the body to which they belonged is totally 
destroyed ; and it cannot now certainly be 
known whether it was that of an eagle ora 
cherub, several representations of both being 
visible on other fragments of the building. 
[t is observed of the windows of this build- 
ing, which were not large, that they were 
narrower at the top than below. The north 
end of the building is adorned with the most 
curious fret-work and bas-relief; and in the 
middle: there is a dome or cupola, about ten 
feet diameter, which appears to have been 
hewn out of the rock, or moulded of some 
composition which by time is grown equally 
hard. North of this place is an obelisk, 
consisting of seven large stones, besides its 
capital and the wreathed work about it. It is 
about fifty feet high, and just above the pedes- 
tal is twelve feet in circumference. ‘There 
was probably a statue upon it, which the 
Turks, in their zeal against idolatry destroy- 
ed. At about the distance of a quarter of 
a mile from this pillar, to the east and west, 
are two others, besides the fragments of a 
third; so that perhaps they were originally 
a continued row, 

About one hundred paces from the middle 
obelisk, straight forward, is a magnificent en- 
try to a piazza, which is forty feet broad, and 
more than half a mile in length, inclosed with 
two rows of marble pillars, twenty-six feet 
high, and eight or nine feet in compass, Of 
these there still remain one hundred and 
twenty-nine ; and, by a moderate computa- 
tion, there could not originally have been less 
than five hundred andsixty! The upper end 
of the piazza was shut in by a row of pillars, 
standing somewhat closer than those on each 
side. A little to the left are the ruias of a 
stately building, which appears to have bees 
a banqueting house. It is built of better 
marble, and is finished with yet greater ele- 
gance than the piazza. The pillars which 
supported it were of one entire stone, which 
is so strong, that one of them which has fallea 
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twenty-two feet in length, and in compass 

eight fect nine inches. 

the piazza are several apertures for gates into 
the court of the palace. Each of these was 
adorned with four porphyry pillars, not 
standing in a line with those of the wall, 
but placed by couples in the front of the 
gate facing the palace, two on each side.— 
Two of these only remain entire, and but one 
standing in its place. ‘They are thirty feet 
long and nine in circumference. On _ the 
east side of the piazza stand a great number 
of marble pillars, some perfect, but the greater 
part mutilated. In one place eleven are ran- 
ged together in a square; the space which 
they inclose is paved with broad flat stones, 
but there are no remains of a roof. At a 
little distance are the remains of a small tem- 
ple, which is also without a roof, and ihe walls 
are much defaced. Before the entry which 
looks to the south, is a piazza supported by 
six pillars, twe on each side the door, and 
one at each end. The pedestals of those in 
front have been filled with inscriptions both 
in the Greek and Palmyrene - languages, 
which are become totally illegible. Among 
these ruins are many sepulchres; they are 
ranged on each side of a hollow way, toward 
the north part of the city, and extend more 
thana mile. They are all square towers, four 
or five stories high. But though they are 
alike in form, yet they differ greatly in mag- 
nitude and splendour. The outside is of 
common stone, but the floors and partitions of 
each story are marble. There is a walk 
across the whole building, just in the middle ; 
and the space on each hand is subdivided into 
six partitions by thick walls. The space 
between the partitions is wide enough to re- 
ceive the largest corpse ; and in these niches 
there are six or seven piled one upon ano- 
ther. 

CEYLON. 
SUCCESS OF THE WESLEYAN MISSION. 

By the kinduess of a correspondent in London, 
we are favored with the knowledge of some high- 
ly interesting facts in relation to the Wesleyan mis- 
sions in Ceylon. They are derived from a letter 
of the Rev. Mr. Clongh, Wesleyan missionary 
at Colombo, to the Secretary of his Society, dated 
Colombo, Noy. 5th, 1825,—tbe following are ex 
tracts. —Miss. Herald. 

“ Brother Goyerly stated at our meeting, 
afew days since, that atone place in his circuit, 
such a wish prevailed to hear the Gospel, that th 
chapel was too sma!l to hold half of the. people. 
They therefore resolved to enlarge it, and consuit- 
eda builder, who told them that a new one would 
be cheapest in theend. But the neighborhood ts 
distant from building materials. While a consult 
ation was going on upon the subject, the imbabit- 
ants of four villages came forward and stated, that, 
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temple, which they had done of the best materials, 
and ata greatexpense, This temple was situated 
not far from the chapel, and as they now begar to 
see the folly and wickedness of heathenmm they 
would agree, in case the Missionaries would accept 
the offer, to turn out the idols, «lear tof as cubtish 
and convert itintoa house of God; or if she ons- 
sioniaries preferred, they would pull down the tem- 
ple, carry the materials to the place of our present 
chapel, and with the materials build a new chap- 
el.” 

The temple wasaccepted, cleared, and convert- 
edinto a house for the worship of the true God. 
In several of our circuits, Mr. C. adds, in the south 
of Ceylon, such crowds of people attend our little 
chapelsto hear the word of God, that they are 
crying out, * the places are too straight for us.’ 

Our correspondent remarks that a priest of 
Budha having visited Mr. Clough—spent sever- 
alhours in conversation with him on the character 
and evidence of their different systems. Among 
other things, Mr. C. shewed him that the orations 
and revelations of Budha, as given in the Latakas, 
contained many geographical falseboods, as, for in- 
stance, that the earth isa plane, and not a sphere. 
* Your astronomy, your history, and in fact, the 
whole system of your theology,” said Mr. Clough, 
“are inthe same plight: i is all error.” With 
emotion the priest then arose, seized the hand of 
Mr. C., shook it in the most hearty manner, said 
he could never have expecied such discoveries to 
be made him, testified his gratitude for the time 
Mr. C. had spent with him, and begged him to be- 
come his spiritual instructer.— Numbers of priests 
are said to be in similar circumstances. 


HINDOOSTAN. 

In addition to the above in relation to Ceylon, 

Mr. Clough states a very important fact, that has 
lately transpired in the southern part of peninsular 
India—it is supposed Tanjore, the scene of Mr. 
Swartz’slabors. He states it on the authority of 
a missionary Of the Church of England, who had 
lately attended a missionary meeting in Ceylon, 
It is this—* that forty villages, coutariniog in the 
aygievate four thousand inhabitants, ad publicly 
enounced heathenism, and had converted wany of 
their temples into Christian churches, and such as 
could not be thus used they had demolished, with 
their idols.” 
Our correspondent met, at the table ef Mr. 
Butierworth, with a Mr. Bruce, an officer of the 
East India Company, who had just returned from 
Madras. Mr Bruce * spoke of twenty-two gen- 
tlemen on the Madras establishment under gov- 
ernment, (we presume he means, in the civil ser- 
vice,) *ho appear to be truly couverted to God, 
and who are acting, in some degree, the part of 
missionaries arnong the heathen.” He said, also, 
hat forly military officers, in the same Presidency, 
were iike-minded. 


SPEECH OF THE REV. MR. BEMAN, 


Before the United Domestic Missionary Society: 
New- York, May 12, 1826. 

Mr. Presitpent,—lIn the feeble support which 

I may give to the resolution now before yuu, I trust 


I shall express the feelings of every friend of the 
Gospel, and of our common country. We are not 
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object of Christianity to enlighten, tranquilize, 
and renovate the world. That this work of intel- 
lectual and moral revolution, is to be effected by 
the blessing of God on human efforts, is a posi- 
tion which it is not necessary, at the present day, 
and least of all, in this place, to multiply argu- 
ments to establish. 

In order that the Gospel may accomplish all the 
blessed results for which it was designed by its 
Author, two great fields of Christian enterprise 
must be entered and occunpied—must be made to 
submit to the hand of divine and human cultiva- 
tion. One of these fields lies without, and the 
other lies within the limits of Christendom. The 
exterior field, is the province of another society — 
the interior, isthe one to which you have direct- 
ed your attention, and which is now calling forth, 
and must continue to call forth, in the name and 
spirit of your Master, the best energies of your na- 
ture. 

It is not my purpose, Sir, to discourage, in any 
sense, the means of sending salvation to the ends 
ofthe earth. But still, it is posstble to fix the eye 
upon a distant object, while those which are near 
at hand, and vot less important, are overlooked 
and forgotten. In the very thought of converting 
the world, there is something imposing and splen 
did. Who has not felt bis heart beat with new 
and unwonted rapture at the idea of giving the 
Bible to the dense population of China—of send- 
ing back to Jerusalem the same Gospel which once 
travelled abroad, by the feet of consecrated mis- 
sicnaries, from that city, to illuminate and beautify 
the world—of conveying the religion ef that Proph 
et whose commission was indeed from heaven, to 
the mosque of the Mussulman, and of there dis- 
placing the Koran by the Bible, and supplanting 
the crescent by the cross—of committing, iv short, 
to the breeze which fans every island, and vsits 
every shore, and travels every continent, the an- 
them of redeeming love ? These scenes of antici 
pated triumph, make their appeal to the imagina 
tion as well as to the pious affections of the heart ; 
and under this double excitement, we may possi- 
bly overlook the humble: field which spreads a- 
round us, aud lies immediately at our feet. 

Before the Gospel, Sur, can accomplish the ob- 
tem for which it was sent from heaven, much la- 

our must be performed at home. 

And do you ask the extent of that work which 

u have undertaken? It is indeed immense. 

in the United States, which you have selected as 
your field, there are, say, twelve millions of inhab- 
itants ; and the ministers of the Gospel, including 
all denominations and descriptions, do not exceed 
five thousand. If every individual of these five 
thousand, were well qualified to point out the way 
to heaven, and if each individual had the pastoral 
charge of one thousand souls, both of which sup- 
positions are far more favourable than the naked 
truth—it- would still leave seven-twelfihs of our 
population entirely destitute of Gospel instruction. 
And this, Sir, is the picture of the freest and the 
niost enlightened nation under heaven. But jook 
forward a little. In twenty-five years, this coun- 
try will probably contain twenty-four millions— 
in fifty years, forty-eight millions—and in one 
century, one hundred and ninety-two millions of 
immortal beings. If more than seven thousand 
Ministers are meeded to supply the destitute in 
1826, what will probably be the deficiency in 
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1926? Should the increase of ministers be in 
proportion to the increase of population, which 
has never yet been the case. in our country, even 
then there would be, after the lapse of one centu- 
ry, a deficieucy of more than one hundred and 
twelve thousand ministers—or, in other words, 
more than one hundred and twelve millions of 
freemen, if indeed freemen can exist in these cir- 
cumstances, would be unfurnished with the means 
of evangelical instruction. Let it not be said, 
Sir, that this is a picture of fancy, It is not pos- 
sible to draw a veil over facts. Desolatious are 
all around us. They meet us in the city; they 
frown upon us inthe country. [tis not necessary 
to cross the Mississippi, or to traverse the plains of 
Florida, in order to find places as dark and cheer- 
less as any land of idols. These United States, 
Sir—I make the remark with deliberation— these 
United States must be evangelize ; must be 
brought under the influence of the Gospel of 
Christ. 

But how is this work to be accomplished? 
What are the means ? Moral and religious in- 
struction, Sir, cannot be secured to a people, un- 
less the institutions of the Gospel are planted down 
among them, and there rendered permanent. An 
occasional sermon from a passing stranger, is not 
likely to do much good. Itinerant missions, as 
they have generally been prosecuted, can never 
reach the point nor accomplish the object. The 
minister of the Gospel, in order to exert a prope: 
influence upon the community, must be the shep- 
herd of the flock. His own interests must be 
identified with theirs, and his own affections and 
symp ithies, by the arts of daily intercourse, must 
be strongly excited in their behalf. But it may 
still be asked, how is every destitute congregation, 
or every district of country sufficiently extensive 
and populous to form a congregation, to be fur- 
nished with the stated means cf grace? Some 
are too poor, and others are too parsimonious, to 
support the institutions of the Gospel. And thus, 
between poverty ard avarice, the waste places of 
Zion are neglected, and her spiritual desolatioas 
become. more fearful and appalling around us. 
And isthere no remedy? Yes, Sir, there is a 
remedy. Itis to be found in the plan of missions 
adopted and pursued by this society. Much good 
has already been affected. Wonders, Sir, have 
been achieved. Siuners have been krought to re- 
pentance, & the angels of God have rejoiced. The 
principles of the United Domestic Missionary 
Society, as they are now embodied in the Ameri- 
can Home Missionary Society, the constitution of 
which will soon be presented for your adoption, 
will live and operate in the days of the millennium 
—will be remembered with gratitude, aud celebra- 
ted with songs and harps, in heaven. If this so- 
ciety has been the promising infant, that is destined 
to become, at no remote period, the man of strength 
—mature in intellect—deliberate in purpose—ani 
effective in execution. 

But can the objects of this society be attained ? 
L answer, Sir, they can. What has not the Gos- 
pel already done ? It has converted Pagans into 
Christians. It has built sanctuaries, and multiplied 
its trophies in almost every part of the world. In 
our Own country, and even in the very midst of us, 
it is constantly evincing itself to be “ the power of 
God, and the wisdom of God.” And what shall 





stay its future progress >—Surely, Sir, this Gos- 
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pel is not divested of its saving power ; and the 
arm of Omnipotence, which is pledged for its ad- 
yancement, can never lose its nerve. 
And do you ask for motives? The command 
of Jesus Christ, Sir, requires us to * preach the 
Gospel to every living creature ;” and while the 
Pagans are obviously included, shall our own flesh 
and blood be considered as an exception to this 
command? The voice of our country, too, calls 
upon us to prosecute this work. A dense, and ig- 
norant, @nd wayward population, can be controll- 
ed only by the iron hand of despotism. Where 
freedom exists, and where freedoin is to be main- 
tained, there the Gospel of Christ must be cherish. 
ed as the only hope—must be seized upon as the 
jast anchor. Despoiled of this, you are tossed 
upon the ocean whose agitated waves subside into 
no calm—vou are driven before a tempest against 
which no foresight can provide, and whose devas- 
tations no management can survive. A nation of 
infidels, or a nation of civilized heathen, cannot 
continue a free people. But I lit my eye to a 
higher and holier motive—the salvation of our 
fellow men. This workin which you are enga- 
ged, is a part of the same enterprise which excited 
the philanthropy of Jesus Christ—which melted 
his heart to pity, and bathed his cheeks in tears, 
That we may be prepared to bear our humble part 
in this work, we must set a just estimate upon the 
human soul. We must stand, Sir, at the foot of 
the cross, and there learn at whata price Omnis 
cience has valued it. We must cast one glance 


ourselves and this generation will soon experi- 
ence. 
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THE TRANSPORT. 


The great eye of day was wide open and a joy 
ful light filled the air, heaven and ocean. The 
marble clouds lay motionless far and wide over the 
deep: blue sky, and all memory of storm and 
hurricane had vanished from the magnificence of 
that immense calm. There was but a gentle fluc- 
tuation on the deep, and the sea-birds floated stead 
ily there, or dipped their wings for a moment in 
the wreathed foam, and again wheeled sportively 
away into the sunshine. One ship—only one sin- 
gle ship—was within the encircling horizon, and 
she had lain there as if at anchor since the morn- 
ing light, fer although all her sails were set, scarce- 
lya wandering breeze touched her canvass, and 
her fags hung on the staff and at the peak, or lift- 
ed themselves up at intervals, and then sunk again 
into motionless repose. The crew paced not her 
deck. for they knew that no breeze could come, 
ull after meridian—and it was the Sabbath-day. 

A small congregation were singing praises to 
God in that chapel, which rested almost as quietly 
on the sea as the house of worship, in which they 
had been used to pray, then rested farsoff on a 
foundation of a rock in a green valley of their for- 
aken Scotland. They were emigrants, nor ho- 
ped ever again to see the mists of their native 
mountains. Butas they heard the voice of their 
psalm, each singer half forgot that it blended with 
the sound of the sea, and almost believed himself 
iting in the kirk of his own beloved parish. 
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tween them and the little tinkling bel! that was 
now tolling their happier friends to the quiet house 
of God. 

And now an old grey headed man rose to pray, 
and held up his withered hands in fervent supplica- 
tions for all around, whom, in truth, he called his 
children, for three generations were with the patri- 
arch in that tabernacle. There, in one group were 
husbands and wives standing together in awe of 
Him, who held the deep as in the hollow of his hand 
—There, youths and maidens, linked together by 
feelings of the same destiny, some of them per- 
haps, hoping, when they reached the shore, to lay 
their heads on one pillow ; there, children hand 
in hand, happy in the wonders of the ocean; aod 
there, mere infants smiling on the sunny deck, and 
unconscious .of the meaning of hymu or prayer. 

A low, confined, growling noise, was heard 
struggling beneath the deck, and a sailor cried 
with a loud voice, ‘ Fire, fire! the ship’s on fire!* 
Holy words died on the prayer’s tongue ; the con- 
gregation fell asunder ; and pale faces, wild eyes, 
groans, shrieks, and outcries, rent the silence of 
the lonesome sea. No one fora while knew the 
other, as all were hurried as in a whirlwind up and 
down the ship. A heat, all unlike the warmth of 
that beautiful sun, came stifling on every breath, 
Mothers, who-in their first terror had shuddered 
but for themselves, now clasped their infants to 
their breasts, aud lifted up their eyes to heaven, 
Bold, brave men grew white as ashes, and hands 
strengthened by toil and storm trembled like the 
aspen leaf “ Gone, gone, we are all gone!” wag 
now the cry, yet no one knew whence that ery 
caine ; and men glared reproachfully on each 
ather’s countenance, and strove to keep down the 
audible beatings of their own hearts. The despe- 
rate love of life drove them instinctively to their 
stations, and the water was poured, as by the 
strength of giants, down among monldering 
flames. But the devouring element roared up in- 
to the air; and the deck, masts, sails, and shrouds, 
were one cracking and hissing sheet of fire. 

“* Let down the boat!” was now the yell of 
hoarse voices, and in an instant she was filled 
with life. Thed®was frantic leaping into the 
sea ; and all who were fast drowning moved con- 
vulsively towards that little ark. Some sunk down 
at once to oblivion ; some grasped at nothing with 
their disappearing hands ; some seized in vain un- 
quenched pieces of the fiery wreck; some would 
fain have saved a friend almost in the last agonies ; 
and some, strong ina savage despair, tore fromthe 
clenched fingers that would have dragged them 
down, and forgot in fear both leve and pity. 

Enveloped in flames and smoke, yet insensible 
as a corpse to the burning, a frantic mother flung 
down her babe among the crew; and as it fell 
among the upward oars unharmed, she shrieked 
out a prayer of thanksgiving. “ Go, husband, go; 
for I am content to die! Oh! live, live, my hus- 
band, for our Wiilly’s sake.” But in the prime of 
life, and with his manly bosom full of health and 
hope, the hosband looked but for a moment till he 
saw his child was safe, and then, taking bis voung 
wife in his arms, sat down beneath the burning 
fragments of the sail, with the rest thot were re- 
signed, never more to rise up till the sound of the 
last trumpet, when the faithful and the afflicted 





but hundreds of billowy leagues intervened be- 





shall be raised to breathe forever ewpyrean air, 



































118 The Steam Boat-—Another Corner Stone laid. 


THE STEAM BOAT. 


Some months since, I had occasion to leave 
home for a few weeks, and on my return, found 
that a steam-boat was to sail next morning. | 
wenton board a short time before the hour ap-‘ 
pointed for her leaving the harbor, that I might 
avoid the bustle and confusion attendant upoi 
arriving late, which is generally occasioned by the 
habit of indulging loo long in bed. If a person 
intends to take a journey, he will do well to re- 
gerd the plain masim; * Take time by the fore 
lock”, for he cannot anticipate what hindrances, 
he may experience in the course of the day. 

The morning was beautiful, for the brilliant sun 
cast its beams around, and caused nature to smile. 
A bright morning however does not ensure a 
cheerfulday. Clouds may arise and darken the 
scene, and storms and tempests terminate the 
whole. 

The passengers continued to pour in ; and just 
before the ladder was removed by which they de- 
scended from the pier into the vessel, the voice of 
the captain resounded, fo invite and hasten on 
board those who wished to accompany him. 

As I stood upon deck, I could not hel» noticing 
with what calmness aud composure they descend- 
ed, who came early After having carefully sto 
red thew luggage, they deliberately surveyed the 
surrounding objects, and conversed freely and 
pleasantly, while they who come late, exhibited 
evident matks of confusion_an’ disorder, hastily 
throwing ther trunks or packages, on the deck, 
aud exclaiming as they came forward, appare.tly 
in a tever, * I was alsaid | should be too late.” 

Aiter the ladder was removed, the shrill horn 
pierced the air, and instanily a crowd appeared at 
the side of the boat, panting for breath, and look- 
ine voutierable things ; © why did you not come 
ealier 2” roared the mate, “ it is surprising that 
you do vot observe the ime. Come, jump down 
in a moment, and think yourself well off. A mo- 
ment later and you woul! have been left behind.” 

At length the boat, to the great joy of the pas 
sengers, left the pier. I kept my eye fixed on the 
land, viewing the spectators wgo witnessed ou 
depatture, when my atrention was suddenly arrest- 
ed by a young man who waved his handkeichief 
to the captain, but no notice being taken of his 
signal, heehasti!y leaped into a boat and the wa- 
termen plied their oars with all their strength to 
overtake us. The youth called—and his voige 
rent the air— but the captain regarded not.— “ W; 
cannot stop the beat,” said he; “ he should have 
come earlier.” Atier many exertions, the bout re 
turned to the pier, wiiist our vessel proceeded tri 
umphantly on its way. 

[had pow time to examine the passengers on 
board. Some were well dressed, and othe's were 
clad iv mean apparel. On the countenances of 
mauy, age bad made deep furrows, while other: 
were healthy and blooming like the rose. for th: 
boat received al) who came, nor did I sve one : efi 
sed. Our voyage was very pleasant, and affordes 
me the epporunity of reflecting upon the scenes 
J had witnessed. 

These is av mmportant journey to be performed, 
though: 1. avd yet how many there are who never 
make it their concern. L ke the spectators we 
have Jeit Leh ond, they see others pressing into the 
kincdon: of Gor, but they merely look on, caluily 
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some time or other. I mean, reader, that while 
others seek the salvation of their souls, they are 
indifferent aud careless. 

How ample is the provision that God has made 
for the salvation of sinners in the glorious gospel, 
whosoever will may come and obtain pardon for 
their sins, rich and poor, bond and free, for there 
is no exception. To you, O men, I call ; and my 
voice is to the sonsof men. Him that cometh 
unto me I will in no wise cast out. 

There are many who come to Christ early, 
Convinced of the necessity of religion, and the 
value of their souls, they devote the prime of their 
life to God, and give him the morning of their 
days ; cheerfully and calmly they pass their time, 
directed in difficulties by heavenly wisdom, sup- 
ported under troubles by divine promises, and 
kept from falling by efficacious grace. 

Others linger while mercy invites; time after 
lime, and year after year, they talk of a more con 
venient season. Pressed by business, allured by 
pleasure, influenced by the example of their asso- 
ciates, or awed by the fear of their superiors, they 
continue to neglect their salvation, till the shrill 
sound of some gospel messenger reaches their ears, 
aud blessed by the Holy Ghost, penetrates their 
hearts ; thenthey run speedily, reproaching them- 
selves for their former delay. 

But what a crowd defer their eternal safety to 
their dying hour ; how they press for mercy, fear- 
ing that mercy is clean gone for ever! Happy 
that their ears are not entirely closed to the sound 
of pardoning grace—they come at the eleventh 
hour, and yet—surprising goodness! Jesus, the 
Cap'ain of salvation, does not reject them ; for he 
saves to the uttermost all who come. 

It is dangerous to defer salvation to such a peri- 
od as this. Disease and pain may stupify the mind, 
and render the heart gross and the ear dull of hear- 
ing, so that they may be unable to hear the message 
of mercy, unable to read the epistles of grace, un- 
able to understand and to reflect. Hew great is 
the import of that sentence: Behold now is the 
accepted time ; behold now isthe day of salva- 
tion! Listen reader— Remember time is closing, 
eternity is hastening--Death is near, O leave not 
toa dying hour, : 

The vast concerns of an eternal scene. 

Some may come toon late—the vessel will not al- 
ways tarry—-the captain will not always receise— 
no, they who being often reproved, harden the 
neck, shall be destioyed without remedy ; ther 
who trifle with conscience, neglect the means of 
grace, scorn the admonitions of the pious, stay 
from God till the last moment, and then seek (0 
enter heaven, by the prayers of the minister, or the 
reception of the Lord’s supper, while they neg- 
lect the blood of the Son of God, may call an 
supplicate but they shall call and supplicate i 
vain. Read Proverbs i. 24 to $1. 

Reade, dear reader! Let me exhort thee [ 
eome to Jesus Christ, for now ts the accepie! 
time. See, he beckons thee fiom the pleasure 0! 
sin, momentary joys, to the solid, substantial, per 
wanent felicities of the heavenly world. 


ANOTHER CORNER STONE LAID. 


. The Corner Stone of a new Orthodox Congres? 
tional Meeting-House, was laid in Groton on the 40 
isst. Itis to be built in the first order, simple Tus# 
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in its structure, 79 feet long and 56 wide. Few 
scenes, even to a stranger, could be more interesting 
than that of laying this Corner Stone. A heavy 
thunder shower had just passed over,—the thunder 
was still rolling in a black cloud at the south,—the 
roar of cannon at the north,—the sug breaking 
through the clouds by gleams, aud throwing a bright 
arch of a rainbow on the opposite clouds,—the breath- 
Jess silence of a great concourse of people,—the read- 
ing of the Bible,—the singing of Old Hundred,—the 
address and the prayer—all united to excite an inter- 
est of no ordinary kind. The following is the Ad- 
dress on the occasion, by Rev. J. Tepp, late of the 
Theological Seminary, Andover.—Rec. & Tel. 


On this day, whose anniversary sends a thrill 
of joy through millions of bosows, while the pat- 
riot rejoices over the abundant prosperity of on: 
common country, we are assembled to indulge a 
deeper sympathy. While, as patriots, we sym- 
pathize in all that concerns our nation, as plilan- 
thropists and Christians we more deeply feel for 
the good, the everlasting good, of our families and 
of those who are to live after us. 

The Bible informs us of a higher order of be- 
ings above, who stand and bow before the throne 
of the Eternal, or who go abroad over his works— 
the messengers of mercy to others of his crea- 
tures. Now, supposing a company of these ce- 
lestial beings were this day sent to some distant 
world on ercands of benevolence; that in their 
way they should pass over our world; that they 
should pass one and another nation, one and ano 
ther city and village, till they came over this spot. 
Here, as they paused and rested on their wings 
while looking down upon this assembly thus stand- 
ing around these foundations, methinks they 
would inquire with intense interest, “ What does 
this mean? Why are ye thus assembled, with 
looks so interested—so solemn ?” And could we, 
my friends, hear them put this inquiry—speaking 
in your name, this should be my answer: 

We are beings created for immortality ;—are 
bound io the judgment seat of the great God ;— 
have but a few more days to live on earth in this 
state of probation, ere we go into eternity; we 
feel ourselves sinners in the sight of God, lost, ru- 
ined, undone forever, so far as it depends on our 
righteousness ; and we feel too, that if ever saved 
from the power and consequences of our sins, it is 
‘not by works of righteousness which we have 
done, but by the washing of regeneration, and 
the renewing of the Holy Ghost,” throngh the 
merits of Jesus Christ, “ the only name given un- 
der heaven among men whereby we mast be sav 
ed.” 

We, and all our race are ruined by sin. “ The 
Lord Jooked down from heaven to see if there 
were any that did understand—that did seek God, 
—and lo! they are all gone astray—there is none 
that doeth good and sinneth not, no, not one.” 

But when there was no eye to pity, no arm to 
save, then God pitied,—his arm wrought out our 
salvation. He sent holy men from time to time, 
who spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost, 
till the revelation of God was completed, and em- 
bodied in that book which we call the Bible. And 
because these Scriptures alone, are able to make 
us wise unto salvation, we wish to hear thei read, 
explained and enforced, just as they were given— 
in their own simplicity—without any distortings, 
—any withholding—any variation. We believe 
the Bible to be given by the inspiration of God, 
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and to be our only guide to heaven; and there- 
fore we wish it preached, clearly, fully, solemnly, 
as if it were God speaking in an audible voice «i- 
rectly fiom heaven ; and for this reason do we lay 
the foundations of this house ! 

And because we are dying, guilty creatures, we 
wish the way of repentance and holiness clearly 
marked out, and that high standard of godliness 
set before us, which commands us to love the 
Lord our God with ail our heart, and soul, and 
strength, and mind, and our neighbor as ourselves ; 
and which will bring every work, with every se- 
cret thing into judgment before God; wheiber it 
be good or evil; and therefore, do we lay the 
foundations of this house ! 

And because all our hopes hang on that Sav- 
iour who “wasin the beginning with God and 
who was God,—who is the brightness of the Fa- 
ther’s glory, and the express image of his person, 
—for by him were all things created, that are in 
heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones or dominions, or princi- 
palities or powers,—all things were created by 
him and for him,—and he is before all things, 
and by him all things consist ;—who was rich, 
and yet fer our sake became poor; who was in 
the form of God, and thouglt it not robbery to be 
equal with God, and yet took on him the form of 
a servant, and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross, that the chastisement of 
our peace might be upou him, aud that by bis 
stripes we might be healed; and that whosoever 
believeth on him should not perish but have ev- 
erlasting life,—I say because all onr hopes hang 
on this Saviour, we wish him held up as the last, 
the only hope of a lost world,—even that “ great 
mystery of godliness; God was maumifest io the 
flesh, justified in the spirit, seen of angels, preach- 
ed unto the gentiles,—received up into giory,” 
where he now sits enthroned on the empire of the 
universe, holding the keys of death and hell in 
bis hand, and opening and no man shutteth, and 
shutting and no man openeth. This Saviovr, as 
revealed in the New Testament, without berg 
disrobed of a single glory, or robbed of a single 
crown, we must have preached or we perish for- 
ever; and therefore do we lay these foundations. 

The Holy Ghost tod, by whose aid we are 





“born not of blood, nor of the will of man, nor of 
the will of the flesh, but of God,” —we wish to re- 
cognize him as the author of inspiration,—the 
sanctifier of the heart,—making koown the de- 
ceitlulness and desperate wickedness of the heart, 
—yiding to holiness, and comforting in the hour 
of sorrow, 

And because death and judgment are aproach- 
ing, we wish to have these awful truti:: laid before 
us, 80 Clearly and powerfully, that we shall flee 
from sin,—obey God,—go to Jess for salvation, 
—live as those who have here no coutinuing city, 
no abiding place,—as if this warid was only the 
bridge over which we are treading On our way to 
the regions of immortality; and therefore do we 
lay the foundations of this house ! 

Yonder house of God, built and orcupied by 
our fathers ere they lay down in that grave-yard, 
—the house in which we trust many have been 
trained up for everlasting glory,—the house to 
which we were led in our infancy an’ childhood, 
—where many of us were consecraied to God at 





the baptismal fout,—where we have so long aud 
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often worshipped with our aged Pastor, and 
where we had hoped to sit long as we needed an 
earthly temple,—yonder house is not burned up 
with fire,—it is not crumbling with age ;—no, no, 
but oh! we wish for a sanctuary where “ Jesus 
Christ and him crucified” shall be preached, “ the 
wisdom of God, and the power of God unto salva- 
tion to every one that believeth,”—* the way, the 
door and the life.” We wish for a sanctuary in 
which the one Almighty God, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, is revered ; in which men are taught 
“that all men should honor the Son even as they 
honor the Father ;” in which the absolute necessi- 
ty of being “ born again,” shall be incalcated ; in 
which the voice of God shall be heard saying, 
“the hour is coming in the which all that are in 
their graves shall hear his voice, and shall come 
forth, they that have done good, unto the resur- 
rection of life, and they that have done evil unto 


the resurrection of damnation ;” and therefore do 


we lay these foundations. 

As we go back to the graves of half a dozen 
generations, we find the dust of those who rocked 
the cradle of this nation. The moss has covered 
their names,—the little mounds under which they 
sleep, are almost level:—but who were they ? 
They were a few men who fled from prisons, from 


the sword of persecution, and at the hazard of 


death by the sword, or a burial in the ocean, they 
determined to maintain and transmit to their chil- 
dren the pure religion of Jesus Christ. On th 
shore of their mother country, as they gave the 
last adieu to kindred and home, they knelt in 
rayer; when their home was a frail bark on the 
billows, which seemed to ery in their roaring, thar 
they were strangers and pilgrims, they looked in 
prayer to Him who walketh on the great waters ; 
and their feet had hardly touched the rock ar 
Plymouth, ere the winds of the mighty forest fo: 
the first time wafted the breath of prayer to heav- 
en, and our pilgrim fathers were a church, a re- 
ublic and an empire. 

Immediately on landing, though few in numbers 
and though sickly, they reared a house for the 
worship of God, their covenant God, who was 
their Preserver, Redeemer and Sanctifier. The 
first beatings of our country’s heart, were piety— 
the holiness of the Bible. “I have lived,” said a 
Witness on. his return before the British Parlia 
ment, “I have lived in New England seven years, 
and in all that time, I never heard one profane 
oath, and in all that time, I never did see a man 
drunk.”—Fer the sake of religion, these men 
dwelt where nature had no food to offer, but the 
food of fow! and beast; where for centuries heath 
en had lived and died without virtue and without 
hope ;—where the sound of prayer had never broke 
the stillness of death ;—where the Sabbath had 
never smiled. They planted the cross of our 
Saviovr in these western shores, and then they 
died and slept at its foot. The poor Indian bless- 
ed many of their graves,—the stranger from dis- 
tant countries gazed upon them with tearful ad- 
miration, and the angels of mercy watered them 
with the sweetest dews of heaven. And these 
were the pilgrims ;—they were holy men. They 
Jaid the foundations of our churches, and of this 
great nation, amid dangers on whose front destruc- 
tion was written, and a!l was accomplished by the 
aid of Israel’s God. They professed the same 
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doctrines of the Bible, which we hope and intend 
shall be preached in this house as long as it shall 
stand. 

These walls whose foundations we have now 
laid, after struggling with difficulties and obsta- 
cles which a short time since seemed almost insur- 
mountable, these walls we hope one day solemn- 
ly to dedicate to God—Father, Son and Spirit ; 
within them we hope to hear the Gospel deliver- 
ed in its own naked purity, “a savor of life unto 
life, or of death boto death ;” within them, we 
hope to mingle our prayers, and our songs of 
pratse before the throne of the invisible God ;—to 
ripen in holiness for that kingdom above where 
the redeemed shall serve God day and night in 
his temple, and go no more out forever. And 
when our footsteps shall no more be heard within 
these courts, and we be laid in yonder yard, we 
pray that our children even to the latest genera- 
lows, may come up to this house of God, and 
here be fitted for everlasting glory. We make a 
deposit within this corner stone to inform those of 
other vears, why we erected this house ; but when 
the angel shall have placed one foot on the sea, 
and one toot on the dry land, and shall have rais- 
ed his hand to heaven, swearing by Him that liv- 
eth forever and ever, that time shall be no longer ; 
—aud when yon tombs shall be broken up end 
all tie dead come forth, Ob! may it then appear 
that “the Stone which was cut out of the moun- 
tain without hands,”—“the Stone which the 
builders disallowed, the same is mode head of the 
corner”’—that Jesus Christ, has ever been glori- 
ous in this house ;—that his Gosvel has ever been 
‘altbfully and powerfelly preached withra it,— 
and may great imultiucdes forever stand on the 
Zion of our God above, with harps of gold in 
their hands and crowns of glory on their heads, 
who were born unto God within these walls: and 
forever may they and we mingle our voices in 
that song to the Lamb, “thou art worthy—thou 
art worthy, for thou wast slain and hast receemed 
us unto God by thy blood, and hast made us unto 
our God kings and priests, and we shail reign with 
ititn for ever and ever. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Extract from the Speech of William Marwdl, Esq. 
of Virginia, at the late Anniversary. 


* “ md * * * * * 


Bat, Mr. President, the Bible is not only the 
“ cheap defence” of republics, it is also the great 
insttument of all their happiness. It is not only 
“the wall of fire about,” but “the glory in the 
midst.” Sir, “a commonwealth,” says Milton, 
“ought to be but one huge christian personage, 
one mighty growth and stature of an honest man, 
as big and compact in virtue as in body ; for look,” 
says he, “ what the grounds and causes are of sin- 
gle happiness to one man, the same ye shall find 
them to a whole state.” The Bible, then, sir, the 
Bible which you have felt so dear and soothing to 
the single breast, shall be the spring and cause of 
all those moral movements that shall adoro the 
annals of our nation, through all the periods of our 
story. Iam sorry I have not time even to suggest 
them. But there is one of them so delightful, that 
I cannot let itescape me. Mr. President, there is 
an evil under the sun, and it is great, and it hangs 
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state from which I ecome—an evil, sir, which you 
know and we feel. I will not so much as name it 
among you. But the Bible shall destroy it, grad- 
ually, safely, most happily, and forever. Yes, the 
Bible shall destroy it from under the heavens ; for 
though some learned clerks have discovered, that 
this good book of ours approvesand sanctions slave- 
ry, I protest, sir, as often as [ have read it, I never 
came across a single sentence in it that looks 
that way. No, sir, but the spirit of the Bible is 
the spirit of liberty—and it proclaims liberty to the 
captive, and the opening & the prison to them that 
are bound. And it shall put away in God's good 
time, the whole of that sable evil from our land— 
as you have seen the sun rising in his strength, dis- 
solve and dissipate into thin air, that envious 
cloud that has gathered, | know not how, so mali- 
ciously, over his face, to hide, if it had been possi- 
ble, his glory from the world. 
* * * x * * * 
And now, Mr. President, (for I will detain you 
no louvger,) with such an object before us, and such 
views, feelings, and hopes about us, who can tell 
the value or extent of all our future toils? Sir, I 
am not a prophet, nor the son of a prophet ; and I 
pretend to know no more about the matter than 
any plain man who reads his Bible as he ought to 
do, may know as well as 1; but I can see plainly 
that our cause shall prevail, and that the word of 
God shall have free course and be glorified by our 
hands, and more and more and more. hereafter. 
And [ can see it now radiating from this house, as 
it were, and running very swiftly, like light, as in 
deed it is, through all the earth. And there, I see 
it passes along through all our country, our cities, 
vur villages, over mountains and plains, along our 
vallies, through our western wilds, and places with- 
out names, diffusing the principles of love and har- 
mony among all the “numbers without number,” 
of our free and happy people. It passes through 
Sonth America, (whence we have heard those 
grateful tidings this morning,) where nations have 
been born in a day, healing the wounds of war, 
and soothing all the elements of discord into peace. 
It shall cross the ocean. It shall beam more 
brightly over Britain. [t shall pass through France 
—through Spain, melting the bars of her inquisi- 
tion. Itshall crossthe Alps. It shall visit Greece 
—anciént, beautiful Greece—and set her free. 
And liberated not now by the vain decree ofa Ro 
man senate, insulting her sensibility; but by the 
Word of God, you shall see her, Mr. President, 
you shall see her come back again to the circle of 
nations, and sit down among us, with her own poet- 
ic garland on her brow, and our Bible in her hand. 
And that turban’d Turkey, sir,—she shall not be 
—she shall not live to mock our Christianity by 
her vile apery, ber prophet and her koran,—the 
Bible shall destroy her, and you shall not find her 
in all Europe, if any where. And Russia, poor 
fallen Russia! A little light broke in upon her in 
her dungeon; a faint but lovely ray ; but it is gone 
—extinguished by one—yet no, it shall return 
again—for though Tyranny in her folly did once 
forge fetters for the waves, does she dream in her 
infataation that she can chain the light? It shall 
ass through Persia, China, all the realms of Asia. 
t shall gild even Africa, in her shadow of death. 
It shall pass through the whole earth ; for ‘ the field 
is the world.’ Yes, Mr. President, here at this 
verge of the creation, and only here is the end of 
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our toils! And the word of God shall be read, as 
well as preached through all the world. It shall 
be diffused like the ai that we breathe, and the 
light that we enjoy ; and our Society, sir, like that 
faith that formed, and that cheers it, shall be de- 
stroyed only by its success; but its charity shall 
live forever. 


BIBLE SOCIETY OF RENSSELAER Co. N. ¥Y. 


It appears from the last Report of this Society, that 
a new impulse has been given to the exertions of the 
friends of the Bible cause in that county. 


During the last fall and winter, an agent was 
employed to visit the different towns in the county 
for the re-organization of the departments, or for 
the formation of associations to aid the general 
cause. This agency has been attended with man- 
ifest success. Public attention has been awaken- 
ed to this subject; and the fruits of the undertak- 
ing were exhibited at the last anoual meeting of 
the Society. Delegates were present from most 
of the towns, and feelings of interest were evinced 
which could not but encourage the hearts of those 
who love the Bible, and who desire to see it placed 
in the hands of every buman being. The scenes 
of this day will long be cherished by those who 
were present, 

By the labors of the agent employed, and the 
exertions of the friends of the Bible cause in differ- 
ent parts of the county, associations have been 
formed in almost every town, which will, no doubt, 
accomplish much good. Some of these auxiliary 
institutions, from the recency of their organiza- 
tion, have not yet forwarded their reports; and 
others, fron; the same cause, have not been able 
definitely to state the amount of funds which they 
may be able to furnish. The work, however, ap- 
pears to have commenced under favorable cir- 
cumstances, and the board have the fullest confi- 
dence, that there is energy enoug! in the Chris- 
tian public to carry it ao. The blessing of God 
on the efforts which are now making, will insure 
ithe anticipated result. 

In Lansinburgh, an association has been formed 
consisting of sixty members; in the three Luther- 
an congregations in Schaghtieoke, Brunswick, and 
Sandlake, which are associated under one pastor, 
three societies, embracing in all ninety-five ment- 
bers; in Nassau, a female association has been or- 
ganized, with encouraging prospects, and $52 17 
have already been forwarded to the treasurer of 
the county society; in the north part of the same 
town, an association has remitted $11 ; the depart- 
nent of Grafton has paid over $23 50; the depart- 
ment of Sandlake reports sixty members, and has 
remined $21; a female association in the same 
town, has forwarded to the treasury $9 314; in 
Pittstown an association has been organized, 
which has paid over $1225; three associations 
have been formed in Greenbush, one of which has 
remitted $14 50; an auxiliary has been formed in 
Petersburgh, consisting of forty members, and in 
Berlin an association has been recently organized, 
consisting of thirty or forty members. Something 
is doing in other places, of which the board have 
not received official information. 

The call for Bibles and Testaments by the dif- 
ferent departments and associations, ts far beyond 
the present ability of the county society to furnish, 
Our wants appear to have multiplied as they have 
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been made the subject of critical inquiry. The 
more the board examine the condition of this coun 
ty, the more deeply are they impressed with a 
sense of its spiritual necessities, and with the im 
portance of making more vigorous efforts to sup 
ply its increasing population with the Bible. A 
great work is before this society ; and every mem- 
ber ought to press forward in this beneficent and 
holy enterprise. The Bible cause is the cause of 
God ; and it is indeed a privilege and an honour 
to beara part in its grand and efficient move 
ments. 

From the treasurer’s report, it appears that there 
is now in his hands the sum of $1°¢ 76—and in 
the depository 86 Bibles, and 134 Tesiaments. 
This society bas purchased since its organization, 
2,287 Bibles, and 2,181 Testameots. While the 
board lament that so littl has been done, they 
would bless God for his smiles upon their feeble 
efforts, and take courage and go forward, 





A ROMAN CATHOLIC BLACKSMITH 
PRESENTED WITH A BIBLE. 


The general opposition of the Romish Clergy 
to the reading of the Scriptures, has long been a 
subject of deep regret. In some parts of the 
world, a more favorable disposition toward the or- 
acles of divine truth has been manifested, and 
many pleasing chauges have been the result. The 
following instance 1s taken from a work advocating 
the study of the Scriptures, recently published in 
Germany, by that distinguished friend of the Bible, 
the Rev. Leanpner Van Ess. ft was communi 
cated to him by a Romish priest, npou whose 
mind the result bad made a considerable impvres- 
sion. 

“T lent a Bible to a peasant, by trade a black- 
sinith, who was well known to be a bad husband 
and father, addicied to drinking and other vices, 
whom I had in vain attempted to reform by other 
means. I merely recommended it to his atiention 
as an interesting volume, advising him to read it as 
often, and as attentively aS he could, during the 
long winter evenings. 

“A short time afterwards I saw his wife, and 
the following is the substance of the account se 
gave. Ou her bhusband’s return home he opened 
the volume, and exclaimed, ‘What, a Bible! 
That is not a book for people like us, it is only fit 
for priests; and ours might as well have kept it to 
himself” He then threw it ona shelf, adding, 
‘Let no one dare to touch it!’ In the evening he 
went to the ale-house, and :eturned intoxicated as 
usual. The next day he was obliged to finish 
some work which detained him at home till late, 
so that he was prevented from joining his com- 
panions at the customary hour. After supper he 
took down the Bible, saying, ‘I'll see whether our 
priests are really wiser than we, on account of ther 
reading it.’ He looked at several passages, partic- 
ularly in the history of Moses, and replaced the 
book on the shelf, with an expression of contempt. 
The day following, a Protestant peasant entered 
the houso, and seeing a large volume, asked if it 
wasa Bible. The blacksmith replied it was so, 
and that he supposed his priest had lent it to him, 
hoping to make hima saint or a prophet, to neither 
ef which he felt the smallest inclination! The 
ether answered that he did not suppose the priest 
had any such design, but that it was the bounden 
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duty of us all to aim at holiness, according to the 
irecepts of Moses and of our Lord, as it is written, 
‘Be ye holy as I am holy ;? and that only by seek- 
ing after holiness we can hope to be happy in 
Christ, and it is this we are taught in the Bible. 
‘Stop,’ said the blacksmith, ‘that is the business 
of our priests, let them look to it; these things are 
too high for us, and we have no tine to think about 
such matters.’ His friend told him he was mista- 
ken ; that the great duty of our lives was to seek af- 
ter salvation, to live im the fear of the Lord, and to 
aim at holiness, and that life was uncertain, so 
that on the merrow, they, as well as their priest, 
might be summoned to appear before the tribunal 
of the Judge of our thoughts and actions. ‘My 
good friend,’ added he, ‘ when death arrives, you 
will think differently from what you do now; you 
will then find the importance of having thought 
vpon these things, for there is no repentance in 
the grave. Let me intreat you to read the Bible.’ 

“The same evening the Blacksmith again took 
down the Bible. ‘It is not,’ said he, ‘after all, so 
bad a book as some people say. A man may 
learn from it how God created the world” . For 
several following evenings he continued to read, 
and wasso much interested in the contents of this 
book, that he absolutely forgot tu resort to his fa- 
vorite haunts. The wife told me these particulars, 
adding, how much happier even this alteration 
made her and her children, and that she fervently 
prayed thet thés blessed book might be made the 
means of producing good fruits in his heart. 

* Shortly after this, a man from a neighboring 
village called at the Blacksmith’s. The large 
book caught his eye as something novel in that 
house, and he inquired what it was. The Black- 
smith told him, and said much in its praise, ad- 
ding, he thought it very wrong and absurd to bring 
up Roman Catholics without a knowledge of the 
Holy Scriptures, and that its contents appeared to 
him so important, that if any sam within the lim- 
its of his abiltty were charged for it, he would 
eladly undertake to work out the cost. He then 
proceeded to state that he had been reading the 
Gospels, some poitions of which he had heard 
read on Sundays and Festivals, but only in ex- 
tracts, and scarcely the hundredth part. While 
reading the full accounts, it seemed as if our Lord 
Jesus himself was speaking to him. He lamented 
that he had been so long ignorant of the Bible, and 
stated his determination that his children should 
also read it, for nothing spoke so forcibly to the 
heart asthe Scriptures. ‘Jolin, John,’ added he, 
‘you and I have led a careless and riotous life; 
hut take my advice—read the Bible: this I must 
add, that without God you cannot be happy here, 
and without Christ and his salvation, without his 
redemption, without entire conversion of heart and 
sincere repentance, you cannot enter into the 
kingdom of heaven.’ The wife told me of this, 
and said that her husband had actually begun to 
read the Bible to her and the children; and sive 
earnestly prayed God, the Holy Spirit, to carry 
on the good work in his heart. ‘I often observe,’ 
continued she, ‘that he is silent and lost in thought 
—he is now diligent at his work, speaks more 
mild!y and kindly than formerly, and does not get 
deunk.’? She then intimated her hope that I would 
endeavor by every means ta my power to promote 
his spiritual welfare, which I assured ber I gladly 





should do.” 
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WAR IN BURMAH. 

We had the cheering intelligence some time 
ago, that the war io India, between the English and 
Burmese was happily terminated, and that the mis- 
sionaries, if living, would soon be released. But it 
appears by a later arrival, that the treaty not being 
ratified at the time stipulated, the British commander 
believing that the object of the Burmese was only to 
gain time by the delay, recommenced his operations 
immediately on the expiration of the time specified. 
—The Burmese were defeated in an important action, 
and the English took possession of a strong fortifica- 
tion with artillery and stores, and 30,000 rupees. 

We believe that God will cause the wrath of man 
to praise Him, and overturn and overturn until he 
whose right it is to reign shall come. 





THE BIBLE CAUSE IN RUSSIA. 


The present Emperor of Russia is pursuing the 
same policy, with regard to the circulation of the Bi- 
ble, that was commenced by his predecessor. They 
doubtless know, that in order to keep men slaves they 


must be kept in ignorance. 

The following Decree is directed to the Metropoli- 
itan of St. Petersburgh. 

Having taken into consideration the representa 
tions of your eminence, and of the Metropolitan 
Eugenius, respecting the difficulties which presen 
themselves tothe progress of the cause of the Rus 
sian Bible Society, and considering your opinions 
well founded, | order you as President of said Soci- 
ety to suspend its activity in all its operations, with- 
out exception, until my further permission, You 
are hereby esnpowered to extend this my order to 
all the Committees, branches, and associations, 
commected with the Society, throunghour Russia, 
and at the sanie time to obtain a particular account 
of all property. moveable and inmoveable, in 
houses, lands books, m> terials, and money, belong- 
ing tothe Society, whesever these are to be found, 
and to furnish me with the most accurate aud ci: 
cumstantial information possible thereof. The 
sale of the Holy Scriptures already printed in Sla- 
yonian apd Russian, as also in the other languages 
in use among the inbabuants of the Russian em 
pire, I permit to be continued at the fixed prices 

(Signed.) NicHo.uas. 


His Eminence iemediately ordered a stop to be 
put tothe printing of the versions at the present 
in the press, &c. aod to make up the accounts as 
soon as possible. 


Revivals. 


The revival in Wethersfield, which commenced in 
Mr. Emerson’s school, has become a great and glo- 
rious work. It has extended over the place, and 
there are encouraging prospects that it will spread 
into some of the neighbouring towns. 

More than a bundred can be numbered already, 
who are hoping that they bave passed from death un- 
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quiry, appointed for those who are anxious for their 
souls. These meetings are awfully solemn. Persons 
who have come from the neighbouring towns to see 
what the Lord is doing in Wethersfield, have ina 
number of instances been brought under deep convie- 
tion of sin, and led to cast their burthen upon Him 
who alone can give rest to the weary and heavy lad- 
en. They have returned rejoicing in hope, feeling 
that the half was not told them. 

The revival at Northampton we understand is great 
and powerful. At Springfield the work is advancing 
with steady progress—Twenty were added to Mr, 
Osgood’s church at the last communion. 


In Boston the prospects are encournging. 
the commencement of the year, says the Recorder, 
Ii is believed that as many as 80 individnals in 
the Rev. Mr. Green’s society, and a considerable 
number in Dr. Beecher’s, have chosen that good 
part which shall not be taken from them. In the 
former society for three or four months past, and 
in the latter for several weeks, the number atiend- 
ing the inquiry meetings, has varied according to 
the weather and other circumstances, from 20 to 
as many as 50. Wedo not call ita revival inthe 
usual sense of the term, but can see no reason why 
it might not result in such a blessing, if Christians 
were si fficiently faithful in duty and persevering 
in prayer. The new Meeting-house in Hanover- 
street, has become one of the most crowded in the 
eity, without diminishing, so far as we can learn, 
the numbers in other orthodox societies. Chris- 
tians abroad, who know the importance of a work 
of grace in a place like Boston, will not forget 
the interest which they have at the mercy-seat, 

The Utica Recorder says, last Sabbath week, 
99 persons were admitted into Christian com- 
munion by profession, in Mr. Aikin’s church.—A- 
bout 40 have joined Mr. Brace’s church, and near- 
ly the same number Mr. Everetts. Many have 
also united with the-Baptist and Methodist church- 
es. All ofthe above, however, comprise buta 
part of the subjects of the present revival. 


Since 


Canandaigua.—A letter mentions that last 
Sabbath week, 48 were received by profession in- 
‘9 the communion of the Presbyterian church in 
that place; and that probably a more interesting 
Sabbath was never before witnessed there. 

An interesting work of groce has been com- 
menced in the village of Herkimer.—The * stilt, 
small voice’ of God has been heard there; and 
within three weeks, about 20 persons indulge a 
hope that they have passed from death to life.— 
Herkimer is av important section of our Presbyt- 
ery, and on many accounts a revival in that place 


still going on; the church and other professors 
are much aronsed : and the fervent prayers of all 
our christian friends are desired, that God would 
deepen, extend and perfect the work, 

Fiom Fairfield also, we have cheering accounts 
—Much aitention to the concerns of the soul is 


obtained hope in Christ. The same also may be 
said of the village of Frankfort. 





to life ; and as many more attend the mectings of en- 


cheer them ; whilst aluost every part of our Pres- 





appears to be doubly interesting. The work is | 


excited there; and a number have very recently 7 


While Christians have so much to animate and * 
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bytery is thus watered from on high, how great is 
the responsibility of our churches, and how crimi- 
nal are their members, for their great want of faith 
in the promises, and confidence in the faithfulness 
of God. Surely the divine love and mercy exhib 
ited inthe conversion of such a multitude of souls, 
should lead every follower of Christ to instant and 
paeonne prayer; that every church within our 

unds may receive the influences of the holy spir- 
it; and that neither the unfaithfulness nor the un- 
belief of Christians, should operate to prevent a 
universal outpouring of that spirit.—7b. 


AT HOLMESVILLE. 


Extract of a letter to the Editor of the Family Visi- 
tor, dated Holmesville, Pike County, Mississippi, 
65th ult. 
Low indeed had been the state of religion, in 

this place and vicinity, before the close of the past 

year. The vanity and folly of worldly pursuits 
had appeared to engross the hearts of all classes. 

The religion of our blessed Lord was almost en 

tirely disregarded. The few that had once pro 

fessed to be the followers of the lamb, were in a 

spiritual lethargy, supinely dreaming away the 

golden moments of * too short a life,’ while some 
had totally forsaken the cause of their Lord and 
master, and put himtoan open shame. All the 
debasing and lamentable consequences of unre- 
strained vice were showing themselves ; but times 
are now measurably changed, and we thank God 
it is so much for the better. We have abundant 
reason to be thankful that the full enmity of the 
destroying emissaries of the devil has been stayed 

Even here the Lord Jehovah has vouchsafed to 

wnake bare his almighty arm in the salvation and 

awakening of many precious immortals. 

For some years past the call to repentance has 
been sounding to this people. Well might the 
servants of God have cried, ‘ Who hath believed 
our report 2 ‘This people’s heart is waxed gross, 
and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes 
they have closed.’ Preachers of different denom- 
inations visited this place and the neighborhood 
around, and notwithstanding every discourage- 
ment, ceased not to warn and admonish chi istians, 
Let this encourage you never to be weary in we) 
doing. Remember that * your labour of love shal! 
not be in vain.’ Persevere. ‘The Lord is not 
slack concerning his promise.’ 

Since November last a society of sixty members 
have beenraised. It may be said that our neigh. 
Dborhood has been completely revolutionized. In 
stead of the daily and habitual excesses in almosi 
every species of vice, we see something mor: 
pleasing. The house of prayer has diverted the 
attention of many from seenes disgusting and 

ainful to the philanthropist and the christian.— 

Tn the compass of several miles, not one praving 
family was to be found, and scarcely a praying in 

dividual ; now in almost every house are seen the 
daily worshippers of the true and living God. Al- 
most every blessed effect of the benign religion of 
the Prince of Peace, has in a measure been reali 

zed. Neighborhood jealousies and animosities, 
are ceasing ; and charity. that bond of perfection, 
begins toreign. We have never seen such times 
—such blessed seasons! What reason have we to 
raise the voice of praise to the giver of all good 
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It appears from a statement in the Boston Record- 
er, that the number of orthodox Congregational and 
Presbyterian ministers, who have been either ordain- 
ed or installed as pastors of churches in Massachu- 
setts within the last year and a half, is more than 20, 
During the same period, not less than 15 have been 
ordained as missionaries or evangelists, making a to- 
tal of 35, in a State which is generally supposed, a- 
broad to be overrun with Unitarianism. Moreover, 
within the same term of time, at least ten meeting- 
houses have been erected or are erecting in Massa- 
chusetts, for orthodox Congregational ministers, in 
societies newly organized, to say nothing of those 
erected to supply the place of others which had gone 
to decay. 





PAMILY WORSHIP. 


A family is a little community of members, 
bound together bv the most intimate relations, and 
no community can prosper without religion. Ev- 
erv head of a family ought to consider the frown 
of Providence as resting on his house, while fami- 
ly worship is not maintained; for God wil] pour 
out his fury upon the families that call not upon 
his name. Butthe members ofa family in which 
morning and evening devotions are offered in an 
accentahle manner, may feel safe under the dis- 
pensations of a praver-hearing God, who will nev- 
er wound them but in his mercy; and when he 
wounds, his hand will make whole 

In the manner in which family worship is con- 
ducted, there is a very great diversitv: so great, 
that while in some families the benefits derived 
are inestimable, in others they are almost entirely 
lost. The following excellent rules should be care- 
fully ohsefved :-— 

1. The exercise of family worship should be per- 
formed at seasonahble hours, while the mind is vig- 
orous, and none of the members of the family are 
oppressed with sleep. 

2. Domestics, and all others connected with 
the family. should be present. beeause they are 
immortal beings, and must be saved or lost forever. 
3 The exercises should be performed at regular 
and stated hours, that the family may be trained to 
punctnelity and systens. 

4. They should be so short as not'to be weari- 
some 

5. The praver should he fervent, that the mem- 
hers of the family mav feel it to be a transaction 
of important business with God, and not a mere 
form 

6. Tt should specife circumstances in which they 
are interested as a family, that they may feel that 
all their concerns are known to God, and all their 
sins manifest to Him. 

7. It should be offered in the name of Jesus 
Christ, and in humble confidence in him, through 
whom God can be just and vet regard the cry of 
the penitent, and pardon and justify the true be- 
liever. 

Family worship thus conducted, teaches chil- 
dren religion hy almost insensible degrees. While 
they surround the altar of God, divine instruction 
“drops as the rain, and distils as the dew.” Such 
worship, too, unites the parents and the children 
in the bonds of inseparable attachment. They 
humble themselves together before God, and their 
common interests are spread before him. The 
children observe the movings of a father’s love, 
and concern for their immortal welfare ;—they are 





for his unmerited mercies. 


made to feel that he is a Christian, that he isa 
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friend of God, that he has an interest at the throne 
of grace, and they will love, and reverence, and 
obey him; they are made familiar with the truths 
of the Bible, and these truths, if followed, will be 
their safeguard through life, and their guide to 
heaven. And when they have children cominit- 
ted to them they w'll train them up also “ in the 
way they should go,” and thus the influence of the 
pious father will descend from generation to geu- 
gration. 





ON PRIVATE PRAYER. 


Among the various and important duties which 
a christian is called to discharge, there is none 
more important than private prayer, and perhaps 
there is not one which lukewarm Christians are 
more disposed to neglect. While we are spiritual, 
and enjoy the life of religion, we love the duties of 
the closet; but no sooner do we begin to grow 
cold and languid in our religous experience, than 
secret prayer becomes irksome, and we begin to 
seek for some decent apology for its neglect. A 
man will go regularly to the house of God, he will 
merning and evening call his family together for 
early devotion ; he will be zealous to defend the 
cause of God, aud liberal in coniributions to its 
support; and yet if he be strictly examined, he is 
a stranger to those divine communions which a 
Christian hath with his God in secret. This is 
perhaps a chief reason why so many who are fair 
outside Christians, exhibit so few signs of spiritual 
life. But let us consider for a few moments, the 
nature and attendant circumstances of this sacred 
and important duty. Contemplate the humbk 
believer, in secret converse with his God; how in 
teresting and important are the thoughts that oc- 
cupy bis heart as he approaches the chamber in 
which he is to ineet and enter into full and entire 
communion with his best friend, a friend that stick 
eth closer than a brother, one who feels an inter 
est in all his affairs. If he has had afflictions am 
troubles, with what confidence does he meet a 
syimpathizing friend who is able and willing to do 
him good ; uf he labors under some powertul temp- 
tation, with what holy boldness does he throw him- 
self at the {cet of one who is able to deliver him, 
and will deliver him. He is approaching an al- 
mighty friend, to whom he may teil all the secrets 
of iis heart, There is not a doubt, there is nota 
fear, temptation, sorrow, or difficulty, but he may 
tell it. There is not a weakness but he may con- 
fess it, and feel that all these complaints and con- 
fessions are made to one who knows us entirely. 
and who delights to do good and not evil. And if 
there-be any sorrow or distress too mighty for ut 
terauce, the God to whom he approaches, under 
stands his case thoroughly, and will send the need 
ed help. Not only may he bring his own wants 
and afflictions there, but he may also bring before 
his God the wants of his family, of his friends, aud 
of all mankind. For he may not only ask good 
things for himself and for his friends, but he is also 
reminded as he approaches the presence of his 
Maker, that all men are his brethren ; therefore he 
is taught to say, “ Our Father who art in heaven.” 
Here he is reininded of the kindnes of him who is 
“kind to the unthankful and the evil ;’ and who 
came into the world to save us even when we were 
“ enemies to him by wicked works.” We see, we 


adore the wondrous mercy of our God, and long 
to imitate it. 


if then, there be upon the earth one 


& Tt will soon be over.” 12 


human being who hath done us harm, our bowels 
yearn towards him, and we carry him to the throne 
of mercy, and plead for that blessing of the Lord 
upon him. Hence we are prepared to say, “ for- 
give us our debts as we forgive our debtors.” It 
1s in the closet that the Christian gains strength 
for future conflicts ; there he obtains such views of 
himself, and of the divine character, as he obtains 
no where else; it is there he learns to feel aright 
for the souls of others; there his charity learvs to 
soar above all minor considerations, and embraces 
in its arms all who love the Saviour. In his clos- 
et more especially, be learns to bate sin witha 
deeper hatred, and then too he learns to conquer it, 
Tnere he receives the most important and interes- 
ting comments on the holy Scriptures; and, in 
short, if there be an hour and a place which are 
important above every other, it is the hour and the 
place which the Christian-employs in secret prayer. 

Since, then, it is so important to perform this 
duty, it may not be amiss to state the preparation 
necessary, and the manner of its proper perform- 
ance. 

ist. Then let us have an eye to it throughout all 
the day; and in order to this, let us have certain 
hours sacredly set apart for this work ; without this 
nothing will be done. 

2d. When the hours of this sacred work are des- 
ignated, let nothing prevent us from attending to 
them ; let not company, business, pleasure, or indo- 
lence, prevent us keeping the hour ; and let our ar- 
rangements for business, pleasure, company, or 
whatever else may engage our attention, be always 
made with a special reference to this sacred inter- 
course with heaven. If we are not inflexible here, 
all will be lost. 

3d. Endeavor all the day so to walk that you 
may not be afraid or ashamed to approach the pres- 
ence of your Maker; strive so to live that no sin 
may interpose its darkening influence between you 
and your God. 

4th. For some time previous to your going into 
vour closet, call your heart to a solemn account; 
give ita thorough exammation, and let no fault 
however trivial, pass unnoticed ; remember you are 
coming before the Lord Jehovah ; inquire for all 
your wants and bring them humbly before him that 
they may be supphed Endeavor to have your 
heart deeply impressed with a sense of your own 
helplessness, aud of the mighty power and abun- 
dant grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Be not soon 
discouraged, but urge your plea with all the ardor 
and persevering earnestness of one who feels assur- 
ed of ultimate success. Remember the case of the 
importunate widow, and make all haste to the 
Judge that he may avenge you. Finally bear on 
your hearis the siteation of others—their present 
and eternal interests: we enlarge the sphere of our 
own comforts every ime we pray for the souls of 
others; aud our own souls lose many a precious 
visitation, because we are too coutracted in our pe- 
tilions, 

Let us remember the importance of this duty, 
and let no excuse lead us to its neglect. If ever 
we apustatize, that apostacy will be apt to com- 
mence with the neglect of the duties of the closet, 

OvseRver. 





“IT WILL SOON BE OVER.” 
The grand object of the enemy of souls is, te 








prevent men from giving their immediate and 
Garnest attention te the subject of religion, Te 
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accomplish this object, he practices every wile and 
plies every species of temptation. To the young, 
he throws his enchantments over the fields of na- 
ture and of art; and fills the whole vision of futu- 
rity with bright anticipations. He represepts reli 
gion as a gloomy thing ; and associates it with all 
that is painful and unlevely. He pretends that the 
possession of it would cast a blight over every 
scene of youthful enjoyment ; and half persuades 
those who listen to him, that for the present, they 
are excusable in neglecting it. The seasonof youth 
is short. “It will soon be over,” he says, “ and 
then is the time to attend to the subjeci of reti- 
gion.” 

Manhood succeeds, and the scenes of youthful 
gayety give place to the sober realities of life. 
The man has hitherto been disappointed in his ex- 
pectations, and the whole scene of his auticipa- 
tions has changed. The details of business en 

ross his attention. He must acquire property. 
He has a family to maintain; and he desires to 
place them beyond the reach of want. Religion 
he knows is a necessary thing ; and while viewing 
it at a distance, he can even fancy that he loves 
it; but the tempter easily persuades him that at 
present there is no leisure to devote to it. The 
pressure of business cannot always last. The 
tempter tells him, “ It will soon be over, and then 
will be the time to attend to religion.” 

Years roll on, and business increases. The 
man’s habits have been constantly gaining 
strength. He has encouniercd many hardships 
and endured much suffering; but be will stili 
look for better days, His circumstances, perhaps 
have been peculiar. Wealth may have constantly 
eluded his grasp ; or if he has obtained it, it has 
but added to the burtben of his perplexities. Still 
the tempter persuades him that these shail not al 
ways last. Brighter scenes are in anticipation. 
His declining years shall at least be quiet. The, 
shall be peaceful as the setting sun. ‘The season 
of his troubles must be short. The tempter ielis 
him “ Jt will soon be over,” aud afford a favoura- 
ble opportunity to seek religion. 

The man passes quietly down the current of 
years ; and as he passes, still looks to the future 
for enjoyment, and for the golden hour when 
the advantages of religion shall be ail his own. 
The infirmities of age creep over him. Death 
seizes upon him, and he is seen no more. Yet in 
his last struggle, he faintly whispered, “ It will 
soon be over, and then” —But what was his antici 
pation? Did he intend to seek religion afier 
death? Ah, no! All thought of religion had 
then forsaken him. For years he had been grad 
ually losing sight of its tnportance, until at last 
he could deliberately cast it from him asa thing 
of nought. 

This man had been religiously educated. His 
conscience was once tender, aud his resolutions ot 
amendment had been often renewed, and as often 
broken. Many a time had he thonght that he 
should one day seek religion, and search for it as 
for hidden treasures. He had been visited with 
afflictions ; he had seen unexpected deliverances. 
His friends had admonished him, and lessons ot 
mortality had been taught him as he followed 
them one by one tothe grave. But bis resolutions 
of amendment were still laid in the future “A 
little longer,” he would say; and how did le 
knew that another instant would ever be granted 
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him? He had his request ; and while yet the pe- 
riod of manhvod had scarcely arrived, there came 
a time when his resolutions for once had retfer- 
ence toa present moment. It was atime of the 
ingathering of souls. Religion then awoke, and 
Was seen in her true character of energy and Jove- 
liness. He was compelled to feel. The sight of 
others fleeing from the wrath to come, soon won 
upoa him. He resolved to follow, and sighed at 
the distance which lay before him. He struggied 
hard, and thought that the struggle would “ soon 
be over.” And soit was. But he had been seek- 
ing relief from a troubied conscience, without ap- 
plying in earnest to the great Physician of souls ; 
and when the phantom which he embraced had 
forsaken him, he sunk into indifference ; and 
from that day was left by the spint of grace to fill 
up the measure of his iniquity.— West. Rec. 


Proof of the existence of God, from his works, 
by a fupil of the Deaf and Dumb Asylum at 
Hartford aged 17 years. 

All things im the heaven and the earth, were 
made by God five thousand eight huudred and 
thirty years ago. The sun is an tinmense body of 
lire, fixed in the centre of the sky, and its purpose 
isto rule the day; to give light, that every eye 
may see, aud mankind work every thing with ease 
and accuracy ; and to shine upon the products of 
ihe earth, that they may grow well—the planets 
are revolving around that largest body with much 
oder ; the fogs rise from waters, and when the 
sun shines upon them, they become invisible, but 
zo up into the firmament above another firna- 
mentin which the aic is; pretty soon after, the 
clouds spread the sky, and the rain talls down from 
them, and is sprinkled on every plant, which after- 
wards produces fruits of its kind; the lightning 
darts, of which the thunder is the consequence, 
and its sound is very sublime and formidabie ; all 
this proves the exisience of God. Every bird of 
every kind flies in the au, sings, whea the spring 
comes, and makes nests; ever) fish of every kind 
swims in the waters; every insect of every kind 
creeps, and every beast of every kind lives 
in wild places, or is tame, and 1s useful to ..en, or 
not, and all these kinds having capacity to feel, 
show the existence of God. Every creature that 
is endowed with the image of God, and. who can 
think, feel and act, brings proof of the being of 
God. If God is not living, bow can all these 
things active stand? These proofs will undoubt- 
edly stand firm, and overcome the thoughts of the 
Atheist, whose doctiines are greatly erroneous, 





LUTHER'S * TABLE TALK.’ 

“ When I (said Luther) am in the pulpit, then [ 
resolve to preach only to men and mand servants. 
1 would not make a step into the pulpit for the sake 
of Philip Melancthou or Justus Jonas, for they are 
alreadie well seen inthe Scripture. But when 
preachers will direet then sermons to the high, 
learned and deep understanding, and will breathe 
out altogether Rabbinos, «nd master-pieces, then 
the poor unlearned people preseut, do stand like a 
flock of kine. 

“If, from my heart, [ did vot believe that after 
this life there were another, then 1 would sing an- 
other + ag,and would jae the burthen on another’s 
ueck. 

“ Allmy Divinitie consisteth onely in this, that f 
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believe Christ onely is the Lord, touching whom 
the Holie Scriptures speak Neither my Gram 
mar por my Hebrew tongue taught it me, but it is 
the work of the Holie Spirit. 

“1, Martin Tunther, ain called out and constrain- 
ed against my willto be a preacher. Wheu I first 
received that office, | vow’d and sware to my Be- 
Joved, the Sacred Scriptures, purely and truly to 
preach and teach the same ; upon teaching where- 
of popedom fell in my waie, iutending to hinde: 
me, therefore it is come to pass with the pope, as 
now apparently doth appear, and it shall go worse 
and worse with him; he shall not be able to resist 
me. In the name of God and of my vocation and 
ealling, I will go upon the lion and adder, and 
with feet will tread under the young lion and the 
dragon. And the same shall begin in my life- 
time, and after my death it shall be accomplished. 

“ Musick is ove of the fairest and most glorious 
gifts of God, to which Satan is a bitter enemie ; 
therewith many tribulations and evil cogitations 
are hunted away. Neither should we orcain young 
fellows to the office of preaching, except before 
they have been well exercised and practised in the 
school of ausick. Musick is a fair gift of God, and 
nearly allied unto Divinitie. 

“J would fain see one that could make these 
two agree together, [to be joieful] and [to be 
afraid] —I cannot behave myself, in that manner 
towards God; but my little son John can shew 
himselftowards mej; for when I sit in my studie 
and write or doe something else, then my boy sings 
mea song, and when he will be too loud, then I 
check him a little, yet nevertheless he singeth on, 
but with a mare mild and softer voice, and some- 
what with fear and reverence ; even so would God 
have us to doe. 

* At Coburg I went about and sought me out a 
place for my burial; I thought to have beew laid 
in the chancel under the cross; but now I am of 
another minde, I know I have not long to live, 
for my head is like a knife from which the stee! 
hath been wholly whetted away, and is becoming 
merely iron—the iron will cut vo mere. Even so 
it is with my head; now loving Lord God, I hope 
my hour is not far ; God help and give me a happy 
hour; I desire to live no longer.”—{ Dnis M. L. 
Colloquia Mensalia, London, 1652. 


NEW ZEALAND. 


Late accounts received by the Church Mission- 
arv Society, inform us that the prospects of the 
Mission to New Zealand, have. become highly an- 
imating. It will be remembered that the mission- 
aries have encountered more opposition and dan- 
ger from the natives of these islands, than from 
those of any other in Polynesia. They now in- 
form us that all is quietness ; that they are treated 
with as much attention aad respect as they could 
possibly wish; and that the people receive them 
with kindness wherever they go.” 

Although the natives have trot yet overcome 
their disposition to pilfer every thimg that comes 
in their way, which they will often do without in 
the least benefiting themselves, yet there appears 
to be a manifest improvement in their conduct and 
character. They are quite atientive to religious 
instraction, often sending six or seven miles for 
the missionaries to visit them. One of these chiefs 
has been converted to christianity, and others are 
@eubting to what this will grow; while the mis- 
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sionaries take courage and persevere. Several 
remarkable cures made upon the sick among the 
natives, have induced them to pay the missiona- 
ries more than ordinary attention. 

A Seminary for New Zealand youth has been 
established in New South Wales oo the Island of 
New Holland. Mr. Marsden, the Principal, writes 
under date of the 17th March, that he has with 
him five New Zealanders, who have made con- 
siderable improvement ; and that six others whe 
have been with him part of the last year, had re- 
turned. He says that there are in New South 
Wales about twelve New Zealanders with some 
natives of the Society, Friendly Islands, &c. and 
that New South Wales is the point from which 
the light of the gospel will shine ou many island- 
ers of the South Seas. It is pleasing says he, to 
see them coming among us so freely and with 
such implicit confidence.— Fum. Visttor. 





FROM CLAUDIUS BUCHANAN, D. D. 

The wicked cannot be eternally punished, says 
the philosopher, for it is contrary to my reason. 
Thy reason, replies the Almighty, what reason 
hast thou to judge of my purposes? = As the heav- 
ens are higher than the earth, so are my thoughts 
higher than thy thoughts. The portion of reason 
which I have given thee, is sufficient, if rightly ex- 
ercised, to teach thee to believe all that I declare, 
whither thou understandest it or not. 

But the philosopher will not submit his reason to 
God: he chooses to be an infidel. He laughs at 
the ignorance aud obstinacy of the rustic, who 
refuses to believe that the earth moves round the 
sun, because it contradicts the evidence of his 
sight ; while he, himself, more stupidly ignorant, 
more unpardonably obstinate, disbelieves the word 
of God, 
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Ovituary. 

” Diep—In this city, June 29, Edwin Hayes Hotch- 
kiss, aged 13. During a painful protracted sickness 
of seven months, he exhibited the Christian graces of 
faith, hope, meekuess, patience and love. Before his 
confinement, he manifested an uncommon fondness 
for the Bible, and was much attached to the Sabbath 
School. In his sickness he satisfied all who convers- 
ed with him on the subject, that he had a-well ground- 
ed hope of salvation through faith in a Redeemer.— 
His pious mother and grand parents, have the bless- 
ed consolation to believe that their loss is unspeaka 
ble gain to him. 

On the 13th inst. Nehemiah Higgins, aged 16. 

In Oxford, Mr. Cyrus Hyde, aged 32; Mr. Ger 
shom Smith, aged 62. 

In Norwalk, Mrs. Hannah S Hanford, aged 22. 

In East-Haddam Mr. Warren White, a native of 
Chesterfield, N. H 

In Saybrook, Mr. Jared Pratt, Jr. 18. 

In Savannah, Geo. Mr. Rausley Birge, 38, of Tor 
ringford iv tbis State. 

In Dumfries, Lower Canada, Mr. Joel Stimson, 
formerly of Tolland in this State. 

In Canterbury, Mr. Curtis Barstow, 43. 

In Windham, Mrs. Elizabeth Baldwin, 25, wife of 
John B. jr. Esq. 

In Monroe, Mr. David Rowell, 46. 

In New-London, Mr. Wm. Garrison, 30. 

In Griswold, Mr. Robert Staunton, 78. 

In Dighton, Mass. Hon. Wm. Baylies, M. D. 82, 

In New-York, that illustrious patriot and jurist, the 
Hon. Luther Martin, 82. 

Drowned in Watertown, by accidentally falling in- 





to a well, ason of the Rev. D. O. Griswold, aged & 
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: FOR THE KELIG 1OUS INTELLIGENCER. 
TO THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM. 


Tov art the only star of light, 

‘hat beams through dark surrounding night, 
Whereon the eye with hope can rest;— 

© star divine! thy beams alone, 

Can guide the weary dying one, 
To that calm haven of the blest, 
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Where all is bright, serene and pure, 
And none shall e’er again endure, 

The perils of the stormy deep ;— 
Thou art the star whose brightness led 
The Eastern Magi to the bed, 

Where lay the heavenly babe in sleep. 


O could my sinking spirit rise, 

And catch thy light with ardent eyes, 
How soon would every terror cease! 

Swift would my shatter’d bark pursue 

Its course, with thy blest light in view, 
Until i gain’d “ the port of peace.” 


Shine, heavenly star "pon my way, 
Or soon, in chill and dark dismay, 
I must forever perish here !— 
Oh . burst through darkest shades of night, 
And shroud no more thy cheering light, 
Till Canaan’s blissful shores appear. 
wr. 


HYMN. 
“ Behold the Lamb of God, who taketh away the sins 
of the world.”’ 


SinyeEr, there is hope for thee, 
In the Gospel’s cheering voice, 

Thou may’st yet from sin be free, 
And in triumph yet rejoice. 


Heer the angels’ strains proclaim, 
Peace on earth—good-will to man ;” 

Sev the meek and bleeding Lamb, 

For your glorious ransom slain. 


Though your crimes be dark as night,-- 
Though they wear a crimson glow, 
They may soon like wool be white, 
Aud as pure as falling snow. 


Sinner, view the Lamb of Gad, 
Who, from guilt the world can lave; 
Streaming trom the cross, his blood, 
Freely flows thy soul to save. 


Cast thy burthen at his feet,--- 
Round the cross thshaken cling ; 

Life and death alike are sweet, 
« In the shelter of His wing. w*. 
wae. _—s AD A 


PARI LEYING WITH TEMPTATION. 


Suppose there was a garden or pleasure ground, 
furnished with the most charming productions of 
every climate, but, on entering it, you were weil as- 
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Poetry—To the Star of Bethichem.— Hymn. 
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sured that it was full of scorpions and deadly vipers, 
--would you walk through its rosy paths, or slumber 

in its deadly shades? Your foes might persuade you 
to enter, and say no harm could attend it: they 
might tell you some were able to handle the most 
poisonous ‘serpents without being hurt: but you 
friends would cry, ‘‘ Flee! Try not the foolish experi- 

ment: risk not your life for a few gay flowers and 
luscious fruits.” Or, suppose a city offered you the 
most inviting prospects of advancing in trade, or ris- 
ing in wealth and honor, while a plague raged within 
its walls, and swept off thousands of its inhabitants ; 
would you go and dwell there?’ The warning voice 
of every one who wished you well would be, “ Escape 


without delay, even from the very neighborhood of 


the infection. Say not, Some have lived amid the 
plague, and not caught it,--and why may not I? 
Haig not your confidence on slender peradventures. 
Flee from the contagious air, lest you die.” - 

Go not into those gay scenes of amusement which 
have captivated and corrupted so many thousands ot 
young people. Plays, balls, cards, and midnight fes- 
tivities, introduce evils of every kind. They strike 
sparks over the tinder, and when youthful passions 
are excited, they blow up the fire. 

Two farmers’ boys, while they were feeding the 
cattle, amused themselves by setting fire to the hay- 
stack, and then putting out the blaze. At last the 
flame suddenly rose above their reach, and in a short 
time consumed the hay, cattle, barn, and all. It is 
thus that the young often play with the fire of those 
passions which they imagine they can stop and 
quench when they please: but when once the flame 
is kindled, it mocks resistance, and burns to their 
destruction! Beware of parleying, then, with temp- 
tation. 


EFFECTUAL CONVERSION. 


Archbishop Leighton, speaking of conversion, ia 
his commentary on | Peter, iv. 2, says—‘‘ Half a 
reformation in a Christian turns to his prejudice ; it 
is only best to be thoroughly refermed; not to live 
one half to himself and the world, and, as it were, 
half to God; which, in reality, cannot be. The only 
way is to have all sacrificed together ; and to live to 
no lust; but altogether, and only to God. Thus it 
must be. There is no monster in the new creation, 
or half new creature: Eiiher all, or none at ail.” 


A truly Christian deportment is the system of Chris- 
tian Ethics in an embodied state, rendered the object 
of our senses. It is, in effect, that lovely form, which 
Socrates desired to see,—Virtue incarnate, or clothed 
with a human shape. CAMPBELL. 

Ee 

> Tue Nationat Preacner.—The second num. 
ber of this excellent work is received, and ready 
for delivery, at the office of the Religious Intelligen- 
cer. It contains a Sermon on “ The Utility of 
Prayer,” by the Rev. Thomas H. Skinner, of Phila- 
deiphia. ‘the two ndimbers which are published, will 
give a high recommendutioa to the work. 








Subscriptions received at this office, or numbers 
will be sold singly, to those who wish only to taste 
of a good thing. 
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